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Independent Auditors’ Report

Perrell Fuselier, City Judge
City Court of Oakdale, Louisiana

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the City Judge, City Court of
Oakdale and Ward 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana (the Judge's Office) a component unit of the City of Oakdale,
l.ouisiana as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These gencral purpose

statements are the responsibility of the Judge's Office. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements bascd on our audit.

We conducted the audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the
United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining,
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purposc financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well

as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for
our opinton.

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above presents fairly, in all material

respects, the financial position of the Judge’s Office of December 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the
year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principals.

The Judge’s Office has not presented the disclosures required by Governmental Accounting Standards Board
Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 Issues, as amended by Governmental Accounting Standards
Board Technical Bulletin 99-1, that the Governmental Accounting Standards Board has determined are necessary 1o
supplement, although not be a part of, the basic financial statcments. In addition, we do not provide assurance that
the Judge’s Office is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Judge’s Office’s year 2000 remediation cfforts

will be successful in whole or part, or that parties with which the Judge’s Office does business are or will become
year 2000 compliant.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also 1ssued our report dated June 15, 1999, on

our consideration of the Judge’s Office’s Internal conirol over financial reporting and our tests of its comphiance
with certain provisions of laws, rcgulations, contracts and grants.
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD S OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Combined Balance Sheet — All Fund Types and Account Group
December 31, 1998

Fiduciary Account

Governmental Fund Type  Fund Type Group |
General Total
General Special Agency Fixed (Memorandum
Fund Revenue Fund Asscts Only)
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 70,761 $ 600 $ 3,863 $ - $ 75,224
Accounts reccivable - 36,585 - - 36,585
Fixed assets - - - LSS,SBS 88,585
Total Assets $ 70,761 $ 37,185  § 3,863 $ 88,585 $ 200,394
Liabilitics and Fund Equity
Liabilities
Payroll taxes payable $ 1,934 $ - N - $ - $ 1,934
Accounts and note payable 340 - - - 340
Due to others - 37,185 923 - 38,108
Advance costs - - 2,940 - 2,940
Accrued absences - 874 - - - 874
Total Liabilities $ 3,148 $ 37,185 $ 3,863 $ - $ 44,196
Fund Equity
Contributed capital $ 2672 $ - § - $ - $ 2,672
Investment in gencral fixed
assets - - - 88,585 88,585
Fund Balance
Unreserved-undesignated 64,941 - - - 64,941
Total Fund Equity 67,613 - - 88,585 156,198

Total Liabilities and Fund Equity $ 70,761 $ 37,185 $ 3,863 $ 88,585 $ 200,394

The accompanying notes arc an integral
part of the [inancial statcments.
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND

WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISIH, LOUISIANA

A Component Unit of the City of Qakdale, Louisiana

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and
Changes in Fund Balance — All Governmental Fund Types
For the Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1998

Governmental Fund Types Totals
i ~ Special (Memorandum
General Revenue Only)
Revenues
Court costs $ 81,103 $ - $ 81,103
Other income 38,164 - 38,164
Grant 35,866 226,007 261,873
Total Revenues 155,133 226,007 381,140
Expenditures
General Government
Office expense 15,024 - 15,024
Salaries, payroll taxes and benefits 69,887 89,736 159,623
Operating services 25,985 6,130 32,115
Professional fees 22,095 69,656 91,751
Travel and seminar 7,828 19,045 26,873
Capital outlay 6,812 - 6,812
Repairs and maintenance 180 - 180
Telephone 1,216 - 1,216
Supplies - 7,112 7,112
Equipment - 10,408 10,408
Indirect cost - 23.920 23.920
Total Expenditures 149,027 226,007 375,034
Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures 6,106 - 6,106
Fund Balance, January 1, 1997 58,835 - 58,835
FFund Balance, December 31, 1998 $ 64941 $ - $ 04 941
The accompanying notcs are an integral
part of the financial statements.
4
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISTANA
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements
- December 31, 1998

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

The City Judge, City Court of Qakdale and Ward 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana a component unit of
the City of Oakdale, Louisiana, was established by Louisiana Revised Stature 13:2485. Its territonal
jurisdiction extends throughout Ward 5 of Allen Parish in which the City of Oakdale 1s located. The
Judge’s Office is composed of a city judge (elected), a ward marshal (elected) and a city clerk (appointed
by the city judge). The city judge in all criminal matters including traffic violations assesses Court costs,
These costs are utilized in operation of the Judge’s Office. Costs are deposited into separate special
accounts for the ward marshal and the city judge.

The Allen Parish Child and Family Services Plan (the Plan) is a collaborative effort of individuals
and agencies in Allen Parish and adjacent parishes that deliver services in Alien Parish. Oakdale City Court
serves as fiscal agent for the agencies rendering services. These agencies include, but are not limited to:
Allen Mental Health, Office of Community Services, F.1.N.S., Allen Outreach, Office of Probation and
Parole of the Department of Corrections, Office of Probation and Parole, E.T.C. from Lake Charles,
Louisiana, the Allen Parish District Attomey’s Office and his coordinator for Substance Abuse, the Allen
Parish Office of Public Health and the Oakdale City Court. The Allen Parish Child and Family Services

board (the Board), a non-profit organization, acts as an oversight agency to monitor and coordinate the
services to be delivered. An administrator employed by the Board 1s responsible for the monitoring
process.

The purpose of the Plan is to address the most crucial areas of need in Allen Parish. The five areas
the Plan will concentrate on are: Public health; Juvenile justice; Recreation programs for children;
Parenting Skills and In-home crisis intervention. The goal of the Plan 1s to improve the standard of living
in Allen Parish through stabilizing the family, protecting the children and educating and tramming parents in

proper parenting strategies. The individuals and agencies participating in the Plan admimster programs to
accomplish this goal.

The Plan 1s accounted for in the financial statements of the Judge’s Office as a Special Revenue Fund
as further discussed in Note B — Fund Accounting,

The accompanying statements of the City Judge, City Court of Oakdale and Ward 5 of Allen Parish
Louisiana (Judge’s Office) have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP) as applied 1o governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the
accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles.

The following 1s a summary of ccrtain significant accounting policies and practices of the Judge's
Office.
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 1998

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued

A. Financial Reporting Entity

For financial reporting purposes the Judge’s Office 1s a component unit of the City of Oakdale,
Louisiana (the City), the governing body of the City. The accompanying financial statements present
information only on the funds and account groups maintained by the Judge’s Office and do not present
information on the City and the governmental services provided by it.

B. Fund Accounting

The Judge's Office uses funds and account groups to report on the financial position and results of
operations, Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management
by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities.

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. In this financial

statement, funds are classified into two categories: governmental and fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is

divided mnto separate “fund types’”. The fund classifications and a descnption of the existing fund type
follow:

Governmental funds are used to account for all or most of a government's genecral activities,
including the collection and disbursement of earmarked monies (Special Revenue Funds). The gencral
fund is used to account for all activities of the general government not accounted for in some other fund.

Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other
governments, or on behalf of other funds within the government. The fiduciary fund used by the Judge’s
Office consists of three agency funds: Fines and Restitution, Civil Fee Fund, Cash Bond Fund. Agency

funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of
operation.

An account group is a financial reporiing device designed to provide accountability for certain assets
and liabilities that are not recorded 1n the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available
financial resources. An account group is concetned only with the measurement of financial position and is

not involved with measurement of results of operations. The only account group presently used by the
Judge’s Office 1s that for general fixed assets.

C. Basis of Accounting

All governmental funds and agency funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of
accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current

KNlGHT O MASDEN & Certified Public Aceountnnts
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF CAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Qakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 1998

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued

assets. Penalties, fines, and miscellaneous revenues are recorded when received in cash because they are
generally not measurable until actually received. Intergovemmental revenue and interest income is accrued
when their receipt occurs soon enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both measurable
and available. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when

the related fund liability is incurred. An exception to this general rule is principal and interest on general
long-term debt which is recognized when due.

D. Budgets

The Judge’s Office does not adopt a budget for any of its funds, except 1ts Special Revenue Fund,
and is not required to by state law. The Plan prepares an annual budget on the grantor’s fiscal year, which
is September through August. Since the adopted budget is on a fiscal year different from the year reported,
no budget/actual comparison is presented in this report.

E. Fixed Assets

Fixed assets used in govemmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the
General Fixed Assets Account Group, and they are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund type

when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. Fixed assets are recorded at
historical cost.

In the Special Revenue Fund, all expenditures presented as equipment in the Statement of Revenues,

Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance are for expendable equipment and are not accounted for as
general fixed assets.

I. Total Column on Combined Statements - Qverview

The total column on the combined statements — overview is captioned “Memorandum Only” to
indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present
financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conformity with generally

accepted accounting principles. Neither 1s such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations
have not been made in the aggregation of this data.

(. Advance Cost

Advance cost represents money received in connection with civil suits. The plaintiff of each civil
suit is required to make an advance payment to cover the cost incurred by the court in processing the suit.
Thesc cash advances remain in the advance cost account until they are earncd by the court, at which time

they are disbursed to the proper enfities, or until the case has been dismissed and the remaining amount is
refunded.
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 1998

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued

H. Cash and Cash Equivalents

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and cash equivalents include investments with a maturity
date of 91 days or less.

I Encumbrances

The Judge’s Office does not use encumbrance accounting or reporting,

Note 2 — Judge’s Office Operation

Fines collected by the Judge’s Office are required to be remitted to the City of Oakdale, when
prosecutions is on behalf of the City, to the Allen parish Police Jury when the prosecution is on behalf of
the state or parish and to other various state agencies as required by law. Article 895.1 allows the Judge’s
Office to keep a portion of fines collected to defray operation of the Judge’s Ofhce.

Court costs are assessed by the City Judge in both criminal and civil cases under the authonty of
.ouisiana Revised Statures 13:1891 and 13:1899. Costs collected in criminal cases (including traffic
violations) are used to pay the operational expenses of the Judge’s Office. The Judge receives no fees in

criminal matters, including peace bonds. Court costs collected in civil cases are paid to the City Judge, the
City Marshal and other agencies.

The City of Oakdale and the Police Jury of Allen Parish pay salary payments directly to the city
Judge and the city Court Clerk. The Judge’s Office supplements the City Court Clerk’s salary. The
Judge’s Office is provided office space by the City of Oakdale without charge.

The Allen Parish Child and Family Services Plan receives its funding from the State of Louisiana,
Department of Social Services, Office of Community Services (OCS). The Plan operates using the
agencies involved to run its various programs. Each program submits a summary of monthly expenditures
to the Judge’s Office for reimbursement. The Judge’s Office consolidates the summary and submits it to
OCS for payment. When the Judge’s Office receives payment the programs are reimbursed. The Judge’s
Office receives the administrative portion of the grant as fiscal agent to defray costs of the audit and other

gcneral administrative costs. Funding for the Plan is contingent on OCS receiving funding from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services,

KNIGHT O MASDEN. & Covtgied Pubfic Accountants



CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements

December 31, 1998

Note 3 - Cash and Cash Equivalents

Under state law, the Judge’s Office may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the
laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the Umited States.
The Judge’s Office may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of
state banks organized under Louisiana Law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana.

At December 31, 1998, the Judge's Office had cash and cash equivalents totaling $75,224 as follows:

Demand deposits $ 71,224
Certificate of deposit 4,000
Total ' $75.224

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge or securitics owned by
the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit imsurance must at
all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. The securities are held in the name of the
pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank. Cash and cash equivalents (collected bank

balances) at December 31, 1998, are secured as follows:

Bank balances $106.330

Federal deposit insurance $ 106,330

Note 4 — Changes in General Fixed Assets
The changes in general fixed assets follows:

Balance Balance
January 1, 1997  Additions Deductions  December 31, 1998

Machinery and equipment $ 7593 5485 9 - ¥ 80,831

Fumiture and fixtures ) 7,154 - - 7,154

Total 5 8,690 §485 § - % 88,585
9
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements

December 31, 1998
Note 5 - Retirement Commitments

Louisiana State Employees’ Retirement System

On behalf of the Judge, the Judge’s Office contributes to the Louisiana State Employees Retirement
System (the system), a cost sharing multiple-employer, public employee retirement system (PERS),
controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. All state employees except certain classes
excluded by stature become members of the System as a condition of employment unless they elect to
continue as a contributing member in any other retirement system for which they are eligible for
membership. Elected officials and officials appointed by the governor may, at their option, become
members of the system.

The system also provides retirement, death and disability benefits to plan members and beneficiaries.
Benefits are established by state stature. The Louisiana State Employees Retirement System issues a
publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary

information. That report may be obtained by writing to Louisiana State Employees Retirement System,
P.O. Box 44213, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4213 or by calling (800) 256-3000.

Covered employees are required by state statute to contribute 11.5 percent of their salary to the plan.
The Judge’s Office is required by the same statute to contribute 11.9 percent. The Judge’s Office’s

contributions to the system for the years ended December 31, 1998, 1997 and 1996 were $1,404, $1,472
and $1,078, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year.

Municipal Employees’ Retirement System of Louisiana

On behalf of all eligible employees, other than the Judge, the Judge’s Office contributes to the

Municipal Employees Retirement System (the System), a cost sharing multiple-employer, public
retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The system 1s
composed of two district plans (Plan A and Plan B). Employees are members of Plan B.

The System also provides retirement, death and disability benefits to plan members and beneficiaries.
Benefits are established by state stature. The Municipal Employees Retirement System issues a publicly
available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That

report may be obtained by writing to Municipal Employees Retirement System, 7937 Office Park Blvd.,
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 or by calling (504) 925-43810.

10
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CITY JUDGE
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND
WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA
A Component Unit of the City of Qakdale, Louisiana

Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 1998

Note 5 - Retirement Commitments, Continued

Covered employees are required by state statute to contribute 4 percent of their salary to the plan. The
Judge’s Office is required by the same statute to contribute 3 percent, In addition, contributions to the
System include ¥4 of one percent of the taxes shown to be collected by the sheriff of each respective parish,
except Orleans Parish. The Judge’s Office’s contrnibutions to the system for the years ended December 31,

1998, 1997 and 1996 were $1,001, $1,473 and $1,369, respectively, equal to the required contributions for
each year.

Note 6 — Risk Management

The Judge’s Office 1s exposed to varnious risks of loss related to torts, damage to, theft of and
destruction of assets; errors and omissions, injunes to employees and the public; and natural disasters. The
Judge’s Office is covered by the City of QOakdale’s commercial nsurance, including workers’

compensation and employee health and accident insurance. No claims from these risks have exceeded
commercial iInsurance coverage in any of the past three years.
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CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AND

WARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA

A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana
Notes to the Financial Statements

December 31, 1998

Note 7~ Changes in Agency Fund Assets and Liabilhities

Civi] Fee Fund

Assets
Cash

Liabilities
Advanced Costs

Cash Bond Fund

Assets
Cash

Liabilities
Duc to others

Fines and Restitution Fund

Assets
Cash

Liabilitics
Dugc to others

Balance

January 1,
1997

$ 2,972

$ 2972

$ 1,697

$ 1,697

i
el

$ 7

$. 71

LAdditiﬂns P_?ductions
_$ _32,00?_ $ 32,039"
$ 32,007 $ 32039
$ 3273 $ 4075
$ 3273 $ 4,075
$ 186,517 $ 186,560
$ 186,517 $ 186,560
12

Balance
December 31,
i 1998
$ 2,940
N 2.94()
$ ) 895
$ 895
$ 28
$ 28
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June 15, 1999

Report on Compliance and on Internal Control
Over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of the General
Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance With
Government Auditing Standards

Perrell Fuselier, City Judge
City Court of Oakdale, Louisiana

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the City Judge, City Court of Oakdale and
Ward 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana, (the Judge’s Office) a component unit of the City of Oakdale,
Louisiana as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have 1ssued our report thereon dated
June 15, 1999. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and

the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Judge’s Office’s general purpose
financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and
material effect on the determination of financial amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance
with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an

opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported
under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Judge’s Office’s, internal control over
financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our
opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be matenal
weaknesses. A material weakness 1s a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in
amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may
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Perrell Fuselier, City Judge
City Court of Oakdale, Louisiana

occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their
assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its
operations that we consider to be material weaknesses.

This report is intended for the information of the Judge, management and others within the
organization and i1s not intended to be and shouid not be used by anyone other than these specified
parties. However, this report 1s a matter of public record.

Ao
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